
Table 4: Money and Success 

No. Idiom Meaning Example 

31 
Cost an arm and a 
leg 

Be very expensive 
That car costs an arm and a 
leg. 

32 Make ends meet 
Have enough money for 
necessities 

It's hard to make ends meet. 

33 
Bring home the 
bacon 

Earn money for a living 
He works hard to bring home 
the bacon. 

34 Save for a rainy day Save for future needs I'm saving for a rainy day. 

35 
Money doesn't grow 
on trees 

Money is limited Money doesn't grow on trees. 

36 Pay through the nose Pay too much 
We paid through the nose for 
tickets. 

37 On a shoestring With very little money They travelled on a shoestring. 

38 Strike gold Find great success 
She struck gold with her 
business idea. 

39 Make a killing Make a lot of money He made a killing selling cars. 

40 Worth every penny Worth the money spent 
The course was worth every 
penny. 
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