
Table 3: Work and Study 

No. Idiom Meaning Example 

21 Learn the ropes 
Learn how to do a 
job 

I need time to learn the ropes. 

22 Think outside the box Think creatively Think outside the box. 

23 Go the extra mile 
Make an extra 
effort 

Good teachers go the extra mile. 

24 
Back to the drawing 
board 

Start planning 
again 

The plan failed. Back to the drawing 
board. 

25 In the same boat 
In the same 
situation 

We're all in the same boat. 

26 Get the ball rolling Start something Let's get the ball rolling. 

27 Pull your weight Do your fair share Everyone must pull their weight. 

28 Burn the midnight oil Work late at night She burned the midnight oil. 

29 By the book Follow the rules We must do it by the book. 

30 Cut corners 
Do something 
carelessly 

Don't cut corners. 
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